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Welcome Chile to NAFTA 

But Chretien should make sure it signs side deals 



I Canadian! were boycotting Chilean 
wines and grapes. Their gesture 
form of prolcsl againsi the horrible ' 
rights abuses, including murderous 
"disappearances." that took place in that 
entinirv after the Chilean military overthrow 
1st government of Salvador Mlcndc 

Times have changed dramatically. Now Chile 
has a democratically elected government, and 
Canadians have every reason to welcome Prune 
Minister Jean Chrttien' 
lay at the Miami sumr 
ibout lo join what is (so far) called 
American Free Trade Agreement Chile 
expected to join a renamed NAFTA on Jan. 
Id96. assuming that 
go smoothly 
Chile today is a far cry from what it was in the 
late 1970s. when the ruling junta of General 
Augusto Pinochet presided over notorious 
human-rights abuses. It returned to civ Uian gov ¬ 
ernment several years ago. though General 
Pinochet's continuing control of the military 
has meant that the abuses of the past have gone 
largely unpunished. Chile's economy, mean¬ 
while, is booming. And now it is to join Canada, 
the United States and Mexico in N AFT A. 

For Canada, enlarging N AFTA will help off- 
set the enormous weight of the United States. 
Chile is a potential market for Canadian mining 
equipment. 


Tougher measures 


I oozing through cracks m 

* filled ideology. According to the 

Quebec Human Rights Commission, pan of 
the problem is lo be found in Section 319 of 
the Criminal Code. That section holds that 
individuals can only be conv icted of publicly- 
inciting hatred if they have directed thetr 
actions at an identifiable group. 

The commission rightly objects that 
groups have found more subtle ways to 
hatred. For example, they attack such general 
matters as immigration policy and aifimiaiive- 
action programs. The racist message might be 
implicit - but as the support for neo-Nazi skin¬ 
heads and the Ku Klax KJan attests, the mes¬ 
sage still gets across. 

That is why the commission I 
welcome step of proposing an a 
the Quebec Charter of Human Rights and Free¬ 
doms. adopted by the Bourassa government in 
1975. The draft amendment says that "no one 
may publicly make or circulate hateful or con¬ 
temptuous statements or commit hateful or con¬ 
tempt uous acts that incite discnmmaloiy acts. 
Every person belonging to the target group may 
be considered a victim of a violation of this pro- 

Thc draft amendment is the result of work 
done by a 1992 committee that included the 
Canadian Jewish Congress, the Ltgue des Droits 
el Liberies and the Centre Maghrebin dc 


sphere leaders at the Miami 

‘ 1 start to happen by 2005 Indeed. 
, whv Mr. Chretie ‘ " J 
Canada s approval of Chile 


Stop whining about PQ bill, Anglo says 



tg them At the vame lime, 
amendment would help leach the public 
inciting halted is incompatible 

Justice Minister Paul Bdgin should give care¬ 
ful consideration lo the draft amendment 
Given the prolusion of racist groups and the 
cunning ways they have found lo skirt the law. 


Not for Quebecers 


EDITORIALS FROM ACROSS CANADA 

Destroying evidence harms victims 


. . l.vnooi Whai ofibt’ 

by SmSvhJS 

...—— _in The lion refugees oultide’' 

I.aimr's Pa*.- t profit” Thai Had lasiiea and courage pre 
...— ■■ --:*} sailed aithc very beginning of ihli 

- " conlliil, instead of lildiffcrer- 


- Kilehr net -II atrrlou Rrcont. Dec. 12 
The principle that a suspect is innocent until 
proven guilty is basic lo our justice system. For 
that reason, any attempt lo subvert a criminal 
Inal by withholding or destroying any evidence 
should be deplored. 


are above the law Some have already dcslroycd 
documents sought In trials on the ground that 
their records should not be used to defend sus- 
pects whom fhey have already decided are 
guilty. Their ill-advised actions carry the real 
risk Dial justice will he denied lo Ihosc they aim 



i'KeSNER ANDRE MCLAUGHLIN 

Even barbers discriminate! 


they can hope to pm. Furthermore, they under¬ 
mine Ihc chance of just ice being teen lo he done 
by pre-empting a court- 


Already, 



In another ease, a British Columbia 
allowed a case lo proceed lo conviction after 
women's shelter destroyed 
under subpoena by the defence. Even in pro¬ 
ceeding with the Inal, ihc judge1 
‘ " ‘ sc documents was 

"oulragcous." An appeal is almost 
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